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We are sending you greetings from the work 
here at FCE in Marghita. We want you to know 
that you are a very important piece that makes 
the puzzle whole. 

 
Brândușa 
 
The large yellow wooden building which is situ-
ated on a hill on the outskirts of Marghita, but 
still central, is Brânduşa. On the ground level is 
the After-school project education centre which 
is run by FCE and financed by ERIKS internation-
al. Here nearly 50 children receive all they need 
in order to attend the mainstream school in 
town. 
 
Upstairs it is mostly young adults living there 
who need a safe place to live and support for a 
period of time until they are able to live inde-
pendently. They work, pay a contribution to-
wards living expenses and together they pre-
pare supper and take care of the cleaning in the 
house. A member of staff is always at the house 
to provide help and guidance.  
Project leader, Demelza Danielsson, tells us 
about Brânduş.a 
 
 “It is not where you’ve come from that is im-
portant but where you are going and what you 
are doing with your life that matters. Some-
times it is good and encouraging to look back 
and see how far you’ve come. That is exactly 
what we did on 1st March this year when we 
celebrated 10 years since the halfway home 
‘Brânduşa’ opened. 
I moved from England in October 2007 to live 
and work here in Romania with the children 
and young people who grew up in  

the orphanges. I have been involved at 
Brânduşa since the very beginning, actually 
even before it opened. I remember Valentina 
presenting the idea of the project, ’Brânduşa 
house’. If I’m honest, I don’t think I fully 
understood what it meant and how the project 
would evolve.  

However, when I look back over the last ten 
years, I understand clearly that Brânduşa was a 
part of God’s plan and I see what a huge 
blessing it has been for everyone. 

One Sunday afternoon in 2008 when Brânduşa 
was under construction, I was out on a walk 
with some of the young people. At one point 
we arrived up on the hill where the building 
was.  We sat down and looked out across the 
town and of course at the house that was being 
built. I will never forget what Deizi said after a 
few minutes of silence. He said, ”When I look at 
this building, it’s like it is Noah’s ark”.  
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I thought a lot about this and believe God spoke 
to me saying that this building will be a 
protected house for each person for a period of 
time just as the ark was for Noah. God prepared 
a place in the house for each person when He 
knew they would need it. 

During the last ten years, over 80 people have 
lived in Brânduşa house. For some it was just a 
short period of time, just some weeks, but for 
others it has been their home for some years. It 
has meant something different to each person. 
For some the house has been a place of shelter 
in a crisis moment, for others it has been a safe 
place, for some it has been a real home and for 
many a stepping stone to help them get from 
where they were to where they are now. For 
some the house has been a place of crossroads 
in their life, for others a place where they have 
learnt many useful things for life. For some it 
has been a place where they have made new 
friends, for others a place where they could find 
out who they really are and what they desire 
for their life. I believe, and in many cases I 
know, that this house has been very important 
to them. 

It is a great joy for me to see the changes and 
progress which has taken place in the lives of 
the majority of those who have lived at 
Brânduşa. We all have our own memories; 
good, bad, funny etc but all of these are 
important and help us to go forward and make 
a good future for ourselves. 

Looking back, I have many memories. Of course 
it has not always been easy with many different 
people and personalities with different needs 
and problems but it has always been, and still 
is, a priviledge and a joy to be involved in this 
project and especially in the lives of these 
young people and to continually see God’s hand 
and His blessings in this house and their lives. 

In order for this project to continue for ten 
years, it has not been the work of just one 
person. From the very beginning until this day a 
team has been involved. I am grateful to all the 
staff who have worked in the Brânduşa house 

at some point. I have always felt blessed to be a 
part of this team of staff who are 
understanding, flexible, united and ready to 
help with whatever needs doing at any 
moment. 

1st March 2019 was a special day for me.” 

Demelza Danielsson 

Creative 

When it comes to visits to Brânduşa, Simon 
Attila, one of the residents there, is always keen 
to produce the articles he has for sale! He is 
creative and makes aprons and bow-ties to earn 
an extra penny. He is expressive and happy to 
talk about his life and his gratitude for being 
able to live at Brânduşa. 
 
When Simon was 18, he applied for a place at 
FCE’s halfway home, Brânduşa. He had lived in 
orphanages all his life and was now on his way 
out of the system. His family had abandoned 
him when he was little so he didn’t know his 
parents, yet still they mean a lot to him. He 
waited in vain for them to come to him but 
when he was older, he received help to find 
them.  
 
“Later I became an adult and went to see them 
a few times. My father died a few years ago and 
later my mother too. Recently my grandma 
died… or maybe it was my aunt. My parents 
abandoned me because they were poor. That’s 
ok for me and I loved them.” 

Simon, the picture is taken at Brăndușa  with  
Marghita in the background 



Simon explains that he has many hard memo-
ries from his time in the orphanages and shows 
me scars on his body from beatings and opera-
tions. The wounds on the inside are starting to 
heal and despite everything he has been 
through, he has a positive attitude to life. He 
explains how much it meant to him that volun-
teers from FCE came to the orphanage and 
how he started to feel loved by both God and 
people. 
“The people in FCE really care about us and I 
am grateful that I have been able to stay this 
long here at Brânduşa. I have learnt a lot. I 
have learnt to behave appropriately and to 
show respect and have good relationships with 
others.” Simon wants to help others as he him-
self was helped. Simon tells how it was when 
he first came.  
 
“I was really glad when I got to come but I 
wondered how I would manage. I started 
attending FCE’s day centre and there I learnt to 
using a sewing machine and to make greeting 
cards. I am creative and have a talent which I 
am grateful for. Everyone has something they 
are good at,” he says convincingly. 
 
Furthermore, Simon explains that he now 
works in a factory, that it is going well and that 
he has learnt to take care of his salary.  He 
doesn’t feel like others who have a family and 
he worries about being left without a job, but 
he feels safe knowing he has people around 
him who want the best for him. 
 
“I am grateful to FCE that I have received cour-
age and been motivated to move on and take 
the next step to move out of the halfway home 
Brânduşa into my own apartment,” concludes 
Simon Attila, who soon turns 26.  
Adopted 
 
“We made the choice to expand our family 
through adoption in the late 1990's. Emese 
came home with us to Ney, Ohio in July of 
2000 at the age of 14 months.  She was wel-
comed by her older sister, Carly.  
 

Emese quickly won the hearts of many extend-
ed family members, neighbours and friends. 
Her energetic, happy disposition charmed 
those she came in contact with and this re-
mains true today. 
 
Growing up Emese was always busy. She en-
joyed cheerleading, playing softball and help-
ing on our dairy farm. Emese loves animals and 
she excelled while competing with her animals 
in contests. With much hard work and time she 
won many awards. 
 
Emese accepted Christ as her saviour in her 
early teen years. She has always been actively 
involved in her church, Sonrise Community. 
She helps with the children, sings with worship 
team, participates on the Bible Quiz team and 
even mows the grass. 
 
In 2018 Emese graduated from high 
school.  She is currently a college student but is 
unsure what her career path will be. This sum-
mer she will be working at a church camp. She 
grew up attending this camp and now she will 
have the opportunity to minister to other chil-
dren who attend.  
 
 Our family is complete thanks to God bringing 
Emese to us. We know God has BIG plans for 
her future and we are excited to watch them 
unfold! “ 
                                                               Paula Sprow 

 
 

You can donate money for FCE Marghita 
through SONRISE CHURCH, Ohio, USA and 
be sure the funds are designated for FCE. 

 

The address is Sonrise community church. 
PO box 282. Ney, Ohio 43549-0282. 

 
Write “FCE Romania” on the memo line. 

The church will forward the money  
to FCE 2-4 times a year, depending  

on the amounts they receive. 
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”Whatever you did for one of the least of these  
brothers of mine, you did for me.”  

 

Jesus, Matt 25:40 

Gifts 
Banca Comerciala Romana       Account number:  GBP  -  RO58RNCB0035022151630003 
Sucursala Marghita                          (IBAN)        USD  -  RO85RNCB0035022151630002 
Cod: SWIFT: RNCBROBU     EUR  -  RO31RNCB0035022151630004 
 

 

Tel: 0040-259 363 570                    
Fax: 0040-359 407 833 
E-mail: elim@fce.ro  

www.fce.ro 
www.facebook.com/efifadder.fce 

Contact  
Organisations 

 
Blythswood Care 
James Campbell  
or Finlay Mackenzie  
Scotland 
Tel: +44 (0)1349 830777 
Email: info@blythswood.org 
Web: www.blythswood.org 
 
 
EFI Insamlingsstiftelse 
Sweden 
Email: fadder@efifadder.se 
Web: www.efifadder.se 
 
 
Stichting Ondersteuning voor      
Roemeense Kinderen (SOK) 
Frank Vos 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 (0)118 410887 
Email: vosfra@hotmail.com 
Web: www.stichtingsok.nl 
 

  

A day of skiing in the Colorado Rockies 
changed Kristi Wilkinson´s life forever. 
Little did she know that her journey to 
Transylvania Romania would change 
the life of a child forever too. 
 

In the 1990s, Kristi traveled as a medi-
cal volunteer across the globe to 
China, Kazakhstan, and Brazil, but she 
was drawn to the orphans in Romania.  
After a decision to live there and work 
as a physical therapist with the 
orphans, one toddler stole her heart. 
Miracles unfolded that allowed her to 
do the impossible—to bring that todd-
ler home.  
 

Weaved throughout this story are 
messages from this child with wisdom 
and insight beyond his years that will 
bring anyone straight to the feet of 
their Creator. 
 

Buy ”The child who listens” at Amazon 
or Barnes & Noble and read the ama-
zing story about how Kristi and Lukas 
found each other in Marghita at FCEs 
orphanage Casa Albă. 
 

The author will donate all profits of 
the books to FCEs work in Romania. 

Don’t miss this book!            Check the booktrailer here                             

www.facebook.com/
kristi-wilkinsonauthor 
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